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..-Referring to the controversy on the true style of Tagore
songs, in any creative expression, the style differs from one
personality to another. The rendering in each case becomes an
original one, within, of course, the basic framework of the song.
The straightjacket of Tagore songs is the ereation of a coterie of
die-hards, who have monopolised the right of putting the stamp
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of approval on them. This attitude emanates from the possessive
instinct, contrary to the spirit of universalism that Visva Bharati
1s supposed to embody.

...This reminds me of an incident which I think is revealing,
In July, 1940, Rabindranath gave me a few sittings at Santiniketan
for a portrait bust I was commissioned to do. During one such

sitting, some records of his songs and recitations produced by
Gramophone Companies* were brought before him for his

aprroval., Some of the “exponents” of Tagore music present
put up a stout oppostion particularly against two of the records.
Tagore quietly asked them to play the records One of the records
was by Pankaj Mullick who sang a Tagore song delightfully in
his sonorous voice and the other a recitation by Nirmalendu
Lahiri, the famous stage actor.

I saw that Rabindranath enjoyed listening to them. Only in
the case of the recitation, Tagore remarked that there was a ljttle
too much drama in it. This was true, but then that was Nirm-
alendu’s style and Rabindranath, a true artiste, was above
pedantry. He approved of both the discs, dismissing the so-
called exponents with his usual kind smile..... PRADO3H DAS-
GUPTA, New Delhi, Sept. 8,
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Hark to Akashvani upsurging
From here below
The earth is bathed in Heaven’s glory
Its purple glow
Across the blue expanse is firmly planted
The altar of the Muse
The lyre unheard of light is throbbing
With human hues,
From earth to heaven distance conquered
In waves of light,
Flows the music of man’s divining
Fancy’s flight,
To East and West speech careers
Swift as the Sun
The mind of man reaches Heaven's confines
Its freedom won.
(Poem specially written for A.I. R, in 1938 by Poet Tagore)
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D. K. Sen Gupta REGISTERED
Station Director Government of India

All India Radio
Cal—10 (3) 75—PII Post Box no 696

Eden Gardens
Calcutta— 700001

Dear Shri Mallik,

This is with regard to broadcast of Music Lessons from this
Station, conducted by you. In accordance with the decision

taken to introduce many changes im progiammes broadcest by
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I have to convey to you AIR’S deep appreciation of the
valuable services rendered by you as the Conductor of the above-

mentioned programmé for so many years,

With warm regards.
Yours Sincerely,

Shri Pankaj Kumar Mallik Sd-
2/2 Sevak Baidya Street , (D. K. Sen Gupta)
Calcutta 29.
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Come with me where moonbeams
Light Tahitian skies

And the starlit waters
Linger in your eyes -

Ntive hills are calling.
To them we belong

And we will cheer each other
With the Pagan Love Song...
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