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“So far as I can make out, Vivekananda’s idea was that we must
accept facts of life.- - It was because Vivekananda tried to go beyond
good and evil that he could tolerate many religious habits and customs
which have nothing spiritual about them. My attitude towards truth is
different. Truth cannot afford to be tolerant where it faces positive evil ;

it is like sunlight which makes the existence of evil germs impossible.
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As a matter of fact, today Indian religious life suffers from the slack of
a wholesome: spirtt of intolerance which is characteristic of creative religion.
Even a vogue of atheism may do good to India today.- -It will sweep
away all obnoxious undergrowths in the forest and the tall trees will
remain intact. At the present moment even a gift of negation from the
West will be of value to a large section of the Indian people.”
) —Rolland and Tagore (1945), 9] Soo-303
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The position of the essayist and allegorist is the same ; his manuner and
materials are only different. History and mythology are both of them attempts
at the realisation of the ideal, one of the actor and the other of the narrative.
- T'o breathe is to know. To know one thing is to know all. The man
who said that he knew that he knew not, knew everything and was the wisest
man born, not because he was modest in saying what he said, but because he
knew the one thing that he knew not.
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I should like to know if the #{if33if3% 3% has been at all kindly taken to
by your part of the Orissa public. The thing was very much praised by some
writer in the CALCUTTA REVIEW and it has had some sale here.

I have been induced by friends to take up to write in form of short essays
like those of siif3qif9% @9 an exposition of the real teachings of the
Tantra Shastras. 1f I can finish what I am just about to undertake, the
second part of Puspanjali which I have had long in contemplation, will
not be required. The second part would have been the 7Tuniric teachings as
the first part has been the Pauranik. But it seems that the lighter form of
essays is more suited to the Bengali taste of these days than the Pauranik form
in which our forefathers delighted.
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II, Oak Hill Park, Frognal
Hampstead
Sept. 14, "12.

My dear sir,

Let me thank you for your kindness in sending over the three books
containing your drawings. AsI expected from the reproductions I saw in
an article on your brother, they are admirable. I know of few drawings
which show at the same time so much sensitiveness of line and sincerity
in characterisation, and there is a beauty and nobility in the expression
you give to your sitters which it would be difficult to match. I do
not know which I prefer, the drawings of the men or of the women.
Your drawings of ladies remind e of the early drawings by Daute Gabriel
Rossetti and the admirable drawings by the great French artist, Puvis de
"Chavanes. Indeed th& books have been— and still are a source of great
delight to me, and all to whom I have shown them have had similar feelings
regarding them. One or two of your sisters it has been my privilege to

meet— I need not speak of your brother Rabindranath, so dear to all of us
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here ; there is_a beadtiful drawing of his son and one of' Kawagachi, whom I
saw at Benares. I hope, with your permission, to get one or two of your
drawings reproduced here. If ever I return to India— a hope which is very
near m;r heart— the privilege of your acquaintance will be one of the ;)leasures
to which I shall look forwatd.

Your brother’s presence among us is a great joy to us and his friendship
I count as one of the great assets of my life. Omnce more let me thank you
for your prompt response to my wish to see more of your work.

Believe me to be most faithfully yours
William Rothenstein.
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Twenty-five Collotypes/from the Original Drawings by/Jyotirindra Nath
Tagore/[Hammersmith/Made & printed by/Emery Walker Limited/1914
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portrait drawings which show greater beauty and insight.” eaifey geitey
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Two or three years ago I noticed, in a Bengali Review sent me by a friend,
some small reproductions of what appeared to me to be remarkable drawings.
When Mr. Rabindra Nath Tagore was in England last year I discovered
they were done by one of his own brothers. He immediately wrote for some of
the originals, and I received from the artist, Mr. Jyotirindra Nath Tagore,
the generous loan of a number of his sketch books. Mr. Tagore is not an
artist by profession. He has long been in the habit of making drawings of
his friends and relations, for his own pleasure and interest, and these drawings
seem to me to show just those qualities of concentration and sincerity which
we should expect, but so rarely get, from the amateur. The heads show a
sensitiveness to form which is unusual. They seem to me also to be drawn
with the most perfect naturalness. Here is neither pre-occupation with
Western models nor a conscious attempt to follow a Mogul tradition. The
drawings of Indian ladies are especially remarkable. The 17th and 18th
centuries imposed so weak and characterless a vision of woman on the
European artist, that one has almost to go back to Durer and Holbein to
find such frank and sincere portraits as these. Seeing the extraordinary
variety and interest of the life about them, I have always wondered why the
younger Indian painters adopt both the subjects and the formulas of the
Mogul and Rajput traditions.

This is probably a momentary phase in the growth of modern Indian
painting and is clearly due to a gallant desire to resist the thoughtless adoption
of bad European workmanship and trivial and stupid subject matter. But
there is good European painting and drawing and no lack of noble vision,
and the influence of these would perhaps not be harmful, though probably
few, if any, examples of this kind have reached India. If no vital school
can be founded on the conscious adoption of an alien style, it is not likely
to be brought to life by the practice of conscious archaism. It is not art
which produces art, but passion. Art is the cultivation of passion, which
like all cultivation, demands infinite labour, skill and patience, as well as
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infinite will, if it ise to bear ripe and wholesome fruit. Something of this
passion Iféel in the drawings of Mr. Jyotirindra Nath Tagore. Itisofa
simple and modest kind, but in each of the drawings one feels he was
absorbed by the unique desire to express something of the delicacy of form
and gravity of character of his sitter.. -

I know of few modern portrait drawings which show greater beauty

and insight.
W. Rothenstein
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